DO WE CARE ABOUT THE TWELVE TRADITIONS?
There’s not a lot of talk in SLAA about the 12 Traditions... However, they are VITALLY IMPORTANT to the health and
survival of this and every other 12 Step fellowship! (If you’ve never studied the traditions, how they came to be, and
why they are so important, please consider picking up a copy of the AA 12 & 12.)
Right now, there is a new SLAA meeting that is currently in violation of many of the Traditions. Here is the meeting
listing, followed by a brief analysis of what the relevant Traditions have to say...

TRADITION 1 - Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon SLAA
unity.
This meeting’s description expressly excludes certain groups. But our first tradition tells us that all of our recovery
depends upon UNITY. In order for the individual to get and stay sober, we must be united. If we are seeking to
strengthen SLAA and increase diversity, we ought to be striving for inclusiveness, not division.

TRADITION 5 - Each group has but one primary purpose — to carry its message to the sex and
love addict who still suffers.

This is our ONLY purpose. There are many worthwhile topics that we could focus on in our meetings, but the early AAs
found that including outside issues only leads to dilution of the message. In order for the program to remain effective, it
MUST have singleness of purpose. A SLAA meeting is not the place to tackle other topics, no matter how worthy.

TRADITION 10 - SLAA has no opinion on outside issues; hence the SLAA name ought never to
be drawn into public controversy.
Another key to the longevity and success of the 12 Step programs is a steadfast avoidance of involvement in ANY outside
issues or controversy. Regardless of how important a certain outside issue may seem, we simply cannot attach the SLAA
name to it.

TRADITION 4 - Each group should be autonomous except in matters affecting other groups or
SLAA as a whole.
Yes, when it comes right down to it, every group is autonomous. This means they get to do whatever the heck they
want, as long as it doesn’t harm any other group or the fellowship as a whole. Meetings are free to violate as many of
the Traditions as they want. Our intergroup doesn’t get to tell them what to do.
However, given that this meeting IS in violation of so many of the Traditions that are so vital to keeping our program
alive, our intergroup cannot sanction it by listing it in our meeting directory.

SUGGESTION: NO MEETING THAT VIOLATES THE TWELVE TRADITIONS SHOULD BE INCLUDED
IN THE SLAA LOS ANGELES MEETING DIRECTORY. (ON THE OTHER HAND, IF THIS MEETING
CHOOSES TO COMPLY WITH THE TRADITIONS, IT SHOULD ABSOLUTELY BE LISTED. )

